
OPEN ACCESS CONDITIONS AND WORKFLOWS 

Eligibility requirements: participation in the agreement between SAGE Publications and 

the Licensee. Participation may be a subscription to the following packages: SAGE 

PREMIER, SAGE PREMIER HSS, SAGE PREMIER STM, SAGE PREMIER HEALTH SCIENCES, 

AND SAGE MATERIALS SCIENCE, IMECHE and RSM. Each of the above packages can be 

either for 2014, 2016 or 2020 title lists, extending to 2021, 2022 and 2023 during the 

term for the relevant institutions. 

The agreement for participating institutions will run (commencing 1st January) between 

2021 and 2023. The details of the agreement arrangement are as follows:  

Subscription journals: Corresponding authors publishing an article in a journal in one of 

the above packages accepted for publication from the 1st January 2021 to the 31st 

December 2023 will be offered hybrid open access publishing (SAGE Choice) free of 

charge. 

Authors publishing in subscription journals do not need to take any action to benefit from 

this offer. SAGE will contact all eligible authors informing them of the arrangement with 

German Academic Institutions inviting them to the SAGE Open Access Portal to take up 

the offer as soon as their accepted article has been received into SAGE’s Production 

department. Through the SAGE Open Access Portal, the author agrees to open access 

publication and digitally signs the open access Creative Commons license after which their 

paper will proceed to open access publication.  

The author is given 14 days to agree to open access and sign the license form and a 

reminder is sent automatically after 7 days. After 14 days the offer expires, and the author 

would need to contact SAGE’s open access customer service team to request open access 

again which (depending on the timing) may incur a fee of £400 to publish open access 

retrospectively.  

Retrospective Conversion 

Any articles submitted in 2021 which are published in error as non-OA, will be converted 

to OA free of charge up until April 1st in 2022. We would then do the same for the following 

two years.  

 

By default, the author will be offered the CC BY 4.0 license. SAGE’s Open Access Portal 

will provide custom explanatory text telling the author why this license is displayed for 

their selection. Should they wish to, the author may contact SAGE’s open access customer 

service team to request an alternative open access license to sign. 

SAGE is able to match the author to an eligible institution via their institutional affiliation 

and email domain. Subscribing institutions do not need to take any action to confirm 

eligibility but can do so if they choose to under an optional pre-approval workflow. If pre-

approval is chosen, SAGE will email the participating institution inviting them to the SAGE 

Open Access Portal to confirm eligibility before proceeding to the author steps outlined 

above.  

Gold open access journals: Corresponding authors publishing an article in a 

participating gold open access journal are entitled to a 20% discount on the prevailing 

article processing charge (APC) for that journal. 

 

Authors publishing in a gold open access journal do not need to take any action to benefit 

from this offer. SAGE will match the author’s edibility in the same way as for hybrid 



publication and automatically apply the discount due where this is the highest discount 

available to the author on their article. Following the agreement to, and online signing of 

the open access Creative Commons license, authors will proceed in the SAGE Open Access 

Portal to an additional payment step where they can select their bill payer and preferred 

payment method. 

 

Green open access: At any German Institution that signs up to one of the agreed 

packages, any author at that institution, or the institution itself is free to place any articles 

published by such authors in journals which the institution is purchasing as part of a 

specified package, published during the years covered by the deal, in an open access 

repository, in the final published pdf form. The article may be deposited in an institutional 

or discipline-specific repository of their choice.  

SAGE agrees to a standard embargo of 12 months after first publication of the article in 

the journal for the SAGE content which is part of the offer.  

SAGE is giving permission to make available in an OA repository any content published by 

authors as defined above, but whilst they may make these articles available if they are in 

a Gold OA journal, we would still be entitled to charge the appropriate rate for any authors 

contributing to such journals, as a condition of publishing in that journal. 

Reporting:  

SAGE aims to be able to deliver monthly reports by January 2021 and will make best 

efforts to do so. BSB will be informed before the start of the deal if there is any issue with 

delivering the reports on a monthly basis.  

 

CROSS REF  

 

SAGE confirms that all licence information will be sent to CROSSREF.  

 

Additional Charges for OA Publications.  

 

SAGE will not levy any extra page charges for OA article publication. Colour charges for 

print may be applicable in certain journals. A list will be made available to BSB before the 

start of the deal term.  

 

 




